Do all affected rabbits die?

Not all affected rabbits die. Although recovery is rare in the wild
{probably less than 10% of wild rabbits eventually recover frorm
ryxormatoss), recovery may be rmore cormrmon in pet rabbits with
intengive matsing {If cate is taken with feeding, making sure that
water is available and that medical cate to cornbat phewrnonda is given,
then recovery rates in pet rabbits are higher than in the wild but are
vatiable depending on the severity of the disease)

However, a word of warning - myxormatosis can be a very protracted
disease and affected anirnals ray take weeks of morths W recover.
Even then, there may be severe scaling, scabbing and scarting on the
head and body:

How can the disease be controlled?
The disease can be contmlled by two main methods:
1. Control of insect parasites
2. Use of vaccines

Controlling insects

Flea control is important and may itvolve not only keeping wild
rabbits away fom pet andrmals bat also positive use of flea control
roeagures such as sprays, dips and ingect repellert strips. Incidentally,
thete is sorme evidence that the dornestic cat, which can often be
infected with rabbit fleas, may be a secondary trangenitter of the rabbit
flea. Obwinusly, isolating pet rabbits from possible close contact with
wild rabbits is sengible. Do not forget to control rosquitoes - it may
be pogsible to use mosguito nets and mngect repellent strips. Care
should be taken that the bedding of animals is kept dry and that pet
rabbits are not kept in moist conditions which favour rosquito
activity. Veterinaty Practitioners will be able to give advice on flea and
rnosguito chernical control.

Vaccination

Vaccination can never guatantes protection againgt arry disease but, when
propetly used, offers the best available chanee of producdng imrmanity
againgt royxoratosds.

Microchipping

You vaccinate your rabbit againgt the rige of diseage. But what do you do to
iderify your pet and guard againgt the tigk of your rabbit gerting log?
Microchipping is adrministered in the same way as vaccination

{bwy sdrnple irjection) and irvolves placing a tiny rmictochip under the ghin of
ot rabbit. I your rabbit should getlost, this unigue ricrochip

marnber can be retrieved by a sirple portable scanner held by all charity,
welfate and ardrmal organisations who can uge this nunber to

link to yout persenal details stored on the national database. Therefore, your
pet becornes uniguely identifiable to you following one siraple visit to your
VET.

Please ask your Veterinary Practitioner for further advice on
vaccnation and miaochipping.
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What canses myxomatosis?

Myxornatosis is a disease of rabbits and is caused by a vinas. The virus
is a type of pox virus which grows best in the skin of rabbits. Like all
vituses, the orgamigm iy rninute and can only be seen with an

electron microscope.

What are the signs of myxomatosis?

The very first sighs we can see are puffy, fluid swellings around the
head and face. “Sleepy eyes’ are a clasde sign, along with swollen lips,
titry gwellings on the ingide of the ear and poffy swellings around the
arag and genitals. Within a day or so, these swellings can becorme so
severe ag to cause blindness and there may be some distortion arouwnd
the face, mouth, ears and noge.

Which rabbits are susceptible to myxomatosis?

Inn this coutty, the Butopean rabbit (Orpetolagns) is highly
suseeptible to the diseage. The Eumnpean brown hate is sornetirmes,
bt rarely, affected with rmyxornatosis.

What breeds of rabbit are affected?

All breeds of rabbit are affected, including our wild rabbit found in

the countrigide and all breeds of pet and show rabbity, including Diwvarf
rabbits, Lop-Eated rabbits and Exotics. There is little evidence that

one breed 15 ruote susceptible than another.

Where did myxomatosis come from?

Originally, royxorn atosts was imported frorm Brazil
{where it was first discovered in the 1930%) to
Aungrralia in 1950, This was to control the

magive populationg of rabbits in the sub-

conititent. In Brazil, the Coton Tailed rabbit
(Fylvilagus) is affected by the disease to a rminor
degree ag only ting lunps are produced by this
self-lirniting disease. Howevet, in Australia the disease
wag devastating and rnatkedly reduced the rabbit populaticn.

How did the disease get to Britain and Ireland?

The disease was trangmitted from Australia by a French Physician, Dr A
Delille, who wished to control the rabbit population on his country estate
near Pards. The diseage rapidly spread into the wild population in Franee
and then was brought, entirely by accdent, frorn Franee in 1953, There i
no evidence that the disease was intentionally brought into Britain and
Ireland bt there is no doubt that sorne farrmers roved the disease around
uging diseased rabbits in order to control the local wild rabbit popualation.

How is the disease spread?

Iysormatneds is spread by blood-sudking ingects. A rnajot insect patagte
which trangrnits the disease in this country is the rabbit flea which iy
frequenty found on wdld rabbits, although is less cormron on pet rabbits. In
cther countties, mcluding sorne i Burope, it 4 known that mosquitoes are
a rmajot gect vector of ryxornatoss. Althoagh this hag
never been proven in Ireland or Britain, there & strong
citeurnstantial evidence that mosguitoes transroit
royxcrnatosis in Britain, Incidentally, royscornatogds i
NOT easily spread by drmple contact from one rabbit
to anpther. Foringtance, if a royxormatosis-infected
tabbit is placed in the sarme hutch as a healthy rabbit
and neither anirnal is parasitised by fleas or mosquitoes,
then the diseage 15 virtually never trangmitted by contact.

IWlymormatneds viras can ternain alive in the blood of fleas for many months
and it iy probably by over-wintering of fleas in rabbit batroiws that the
diseage is trangmitted from year w yeat:

What happens when a myxomatosis-infected
flea bites a susceptible rabbit?

As the roogquito or flea bites the rabbit, a srnall arnount of the live
virus is placed in the skin of the rabbit as the ingect sucks blood.
Within a few days the virag is trangmitted to a Local lyroph niode and
then pagses into the blood of the rabbit which enables it tm be rooved
arciund to several sites. The vitus mainly roultiplies in the gkin armund
the eyes, nose, face, soft skin ingide the eats and also skin around the
ars and genitals of the rabbit.

What is the incubation period of myxomatosis?

The incabation petiod vaties dightly frorm one anirmal to another bt
can be ag short as five days and aslong as 14 days {incabation petiod
is the tirne frorm the point of introduction of the virug intg the
anirnal to the first tirne that clirical signs of ilness are seen).

After infection, how long do rabbits usually
survive?

This alsn vaties. Sorme anirmals may sarvive for weeks of months after
infection but, in general, if an infection is severe in a susceprible
rabbit, death oeoars within 12 days.

How does the disease progress?

Within a shott space of time, affected rabbits becorne blind becaugse of the
swelling around the eyes and, for this mason, feeding and drinking is often
difficult. However, one can sormetirmes see wild rabbits suffering from
royxornatoss gquietly grazing Of course, at this stage many rabbits becomne
prey to anirmals such as foxes and other

predators. Other rabbits ray well becone irjured or killed on roads

but the cornrmon cause of death is a secondary hang infection which

often oecurs around day 8 after the inital incubation of the disease. In
pet rabbits, the disease often progresses more slowly and death is not so
rapid because of the care which the owner gives the rabbit
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